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LISTEN ONLINE 

 
You can listen to most of our Sunday messages Online. 

Visit the web site at www.centralbaptistchurch.org.uk 

New series on Joshua now online 
 

 

 

Central News Articles for March2018 Edition.  Please 
submit items by 10th February 2018or earlier to:  
e-mail address:  cbcnews@live.com.  Thank you. 
 

  

http://www.centralbaptistchurch.org.uk/
mailto:cbcnews@live.com
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
By Pastor Dele Oke 

 
 
Faithful in Christ 
 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the saints 
who are in Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace to 
you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Ephesians 1:1-2 (ESV) 

 
Welcome to 2018. 
May the grace and peace of God follow you throughout 2018. 
 
Ephesians 1:1 tells us that Paul was an apostle by the will of God. Just 
like we have a mind and will (ambition), so does God. 
 
Would it not be good if we knew what God’s ambition for our life in 2018 
was? 
 
Fortunately, there are many things about God’s will for our life that we 
can know. For example – God wants us to be faithful in Christ Jesus. 
Now, what could that mean? 
 
Notice our scripture above mentions the ‘saints in Ephesus’ and the 
‘faithful in Christ Jesus’. Living in Ephesus tells us of their physical 
location, in Christ points to their spiritual inheritance. 
 
The word ‘faithful’ is a hint at how God wants us to conduct ourselves in 
Christ. You can only be faithful when you know what it involves. Living 
faithfully in London for example would mean not dropping litter on the 
road as you walk along. Living faithfully in Christ Jesus means putting 
your trust in Him, spending time with Him (prayer & word), among other 
things. 
 
Prayer: Lord God, give me the grace to remain faithful in Christ Jesus 
and true in my Christian conduct throughout this year. May your grace 
and peace always sustain me.  Amen. 
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FEBRUARY 2018AT GLANCE 
 
Deacon on Duty: Nab Mills-Robertson 
 

DATE EVENTS & PEOPLE TIME 

1st Sunday each 
month 

COMMUNION Evening 

Wednesday: 
7th, 14th, 21st, 
28th 

Bible Study & Prayer Time 
(7.30pm Teas & Coffees) 
Starts at 7.45pm 

7.30pm–
9.00pm 

Every Saturday Praise & Worship Practice 5.30pm 

Every Sunday 
Prayer Time before Church Service 
– All Welcome 

10.30am 

 
 
 

DATE EVENTS & PEOPLE TIME 

Sunday 4th 
Morning 

Lead: Benson Adedeji 
Preach: Pastor Rex Akpojaro 
13+ Stay in Church 

11.00am-
1.00pm 

Sunday 4th 
Evening 

COMMUNION 
Lead: Suzanne Gudgeon 
Preach: Pastor Dele Oke 

6.30pm-
7.30pm 

Friday 9th 
Morning 

Prayer Focus 8.00pm-
9.30pm 

Saturday 10th 
Afternoon 

Church Meeting 3.00pm-
5.00pm 

Sunday 11th 
Morning 

FAMILY SERVICE 
Lead: Sylvester Turner 
Preach: Vivienne Oke 
Men’s Meeting after Church 

11.00am-
1.00pm 
 

Sunday 11th 
Evening 

Lead: Steve Cooper 
Preach: David Ramsey 

6.30pm-
7.30pm 

Friday 16th 
Afternoon 

Funeral of Vera Lewis Noon 
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DATE EVENTS & PEOPLE TIME 

Sunday 18th 
Morning 

COMMUNION 
Lead: Suzanne Gudgeon 
Preach: Pastor Dele Oke 
Women’s meeting after Church 

11.00am-
1.00pm 
 

Sunday 18th 
Evening 

Lead: Jane Young 
Preach: TBC 

6.30pm-
7.30pm 

Friday 23rd 
Evening 

FRIDAY NIGHT PRAYER 
  8.00pm Esther Madu-Issahaku  
  9.00pm Michael Conteh 
10.00pm Vivienne Oke 

8.00pm-
11.00pm 

Saturday 24th 
Afternoon 

Meeting of discipleship class 4.00pm 

Sunday 25th 
Morning 

Lead: Tex Reynolds 
Preach: Pastor Dele Oke 

11.00am-
1.00pm 

Sunday 25th 
Afternoon 

Visiting Team go out 
 

After 
Morning 
Service 

Sunday 25th 
Evening 

Lead: Suzanne Gudgeon 
Preach: Comfort Ottah 

6.30pm-
7.30pm 

Monday26th 
Afternoon 

Over 60’s Club 12.00pm-
2.00pm 

 
 
  



6 

FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY’S PEN 
By Algi Dyer 

 
My Sisters and Brothers in Christ 
 
For the last few months, this has been a song that continues to be with 
me – the words are powerful. 
 
When peace like a river (MP757) 

1  When peace like a river attendeth my way, 
    when sorrows like sea-billows roll; 
    whatever my lot You have taught me to say, 
    ‘It is well, it is well with my soul.’ 
        It is well with my soul; 
        it is well, it is well with my soul. 

2  Though Satan should buffet, if trials should come, 
    let this blessèd assurance control, 
    that Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 
    and has shed His own blood for my soul. 
        It is well . . . 

3  My sin – O the bliss of this glorious thought – 
    my sin – not in part – but the whole 
    is nailed to His cross; and I bear it no more; 
    praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul. 
        It is well . . . 

4  For me, be it Christ, be it Christ hence to live! 
    If Jordan above me shall roll, 
    no pang shall be mine, for in death as in life 
    You will whisper Your peace to my soul. 
        It is well . . . 

5  But Lord, it’s for You – for Your coming we wait, 
    the sky, not the grave, is our goal: 
    O trump of the angel! O voice of the Lord! 
    Blessèd hope! blessèd rest of my soul. 
        It is well . . . 

This song comes to my aid and gives me peace in my mind.   
May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with us all always. 
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REPORTS 
Reports from across the Church 

 
 

PRAYER 
By Vivienne Oke 

 
“Draw near to God and He will draw near to you”.  (James 4:8) 
There is nothing more that God wants for us as individuals and as a 
congregation than for us to develop an intimate relationship with Him. 
 
Building a relationship with your family and friends involves time. 
Building a relationship with God also involves spending quality time with 
Him. 
 
The time we spend with God should involve singing praise songs to 
Him, reading His word, pouring our heart to Him and hearing His heart 
for us. 
 
The time we spend with God pleases the heart of the Father.  Why not 
make it a habit for 2018? 
 
Prayer points for the month of February 

 Pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to be honoured in our 
midst.  

 Pray for the various ministries within CBC.  
 Pray for the programmes and events.   
 Pray for the Men and Women within CBC.   
 Pray for the Youth and Children.  
 Pray for Marriages  
 Pray for the Pastor and the Leadership. 

 
Let us continue to pray for all our brethren that have lost loved ones. 
Pray that God will comfort and strengthen them.  
 
I leave us with Jesus heart-felt prayer for the Church @ Stratford 
I pray that they may be one, Father! May they be in us, just as you are 
in me and I in you. May they be one, so that the world may believe you 
sent me.  (John 17:21) 
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Thanksgiving & Prayer Requests 
By Visiting Team (16/12/2017) 

 
 Ethlyn Salmon – finds time spent alone, leaves her feeling a lonely at 

times and longs for more visits from the fellowship which she misses 
very much.  That said, once she has company and is encouraged 
through the singing of hymns, the reading of scriptures and prayer, 
her spirit is quickly lifted. Please pray for more volunteers to enable 
frequent visits to her. 
 

 Doreen Waterman – Our condolences go to her and family as they 
mourn the passing of her sister on 6th December. We praise God 
that she was given strength to attend the funeral service on the 10th 
January.  Please remember Doreen and her nephew at this time. 

 
 Virginia Reynolds – was visited on the 26th of November, she was 

well and her usual jovial self.  She took communion and joined in 
prayers and even expressed a wish to go with us, when we said 
goodbye to her.  Sadly she passed away on the 28th of November.  
May she rest in peace. We pray that the Lord will continue to comfort 
the family. 

 
 Myrtle & Frank Smith – Please pray for the strengthening of their 

immune systems as they have both suffered again in recent weeks 
with the flu virus and couldn’t celebrate Christmas with family 
members. 

 
 Icilda May – has not been able to attend church for a very long time 

which has been a concern to her. She has longed to meet up with all 
those at Central who still remembers her and that was achieved on 
20th January when 14 members came together for a service in her 
home.  Words cannot express her joy to meet and fellowship with so 
many.  Please pray that more friends will be able to meet with her on 
a regular basis. 

 
 May Gardner – had another appointment at the pain clinic on 20th 

January.  Please pray for God’s wisdom to prevail as decisions are 
made concerning the right treatment. 
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 Moses Williams – We praise God as he continues to make great 
progress in his health.  Please continue to pray for his family and 
carers.  

 
 Calbert Tucker – Our sincere condolences goes to Rose and her 

family.  Please pray for them as they mourn the passing of Calbert. 
The funeral service was held at the Central and took place on 12th 
January. 

 
 Doris Francis – has been unwell since before the Christmas holidays. 

She was visited on Christmas Eve, encouraged in God’s Word and 
prayer.  Please continue to pray for her strength as she recovers 
fully. 

 
 
CHURCH EVENTS 
 
 

Over 60’s Club 
By Jackie Trotman/Rose Tucker 

 
The date of our next meeting will be the 26th. As we do not have a 
speaker it will be in-house; but I am sure we can make it interesting 
nonetheless.  
 
Photos from 2017 Over 60’s Christmas Lunch 
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Coffee Morning 
By the Over 60’s Group 

 
Our coffee morning will take place on Saturday 24th God 
willing, from 10.30am to 12.30pm.  We would love to see 
you there – we were greatly encouraged in 2017 by 
increased visitors – please come and share with us if you 
are able. Thank you and God bless. 

 
 

 
 

JUNIOR CHURCH PROGRAMME 
From Junior Church Team 

 
This month in the Junior Church, children in Bubbles, XStream and The 
Grid will be focussing on the family of Father Abraham. We will study 
how Abraham and his family experience God’s faithfulness as his family 
grows with the birth of Isaac.  
 
From a young age, I have loved these chapters in Genesis. Abraham’s 
family were just as dramatic and dysfunctional as families today. You 
have Abraham and Sarah praying for a baby at that their old age, the 
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scandal of Abraham bearing a child with Sarah’s maid Haggai and the 
brotherly struggle between Jacob and Esau. Through their pitfalls, God 
continues to bless this family and fulfils His promise to Abraham.  
 
This is a great series to read as a family, you can follow the bible 
scriptures below. Also attached is a word search that can also be 
completed as a family.   
 
 

Date Bubbles  XStream The Grid 

4/2 Genesis 18:1–15; 
21:1–8 Isaac is 
born 

 Genesis 18:1–15; 
21:1–8 Isaac is 
born 

Genesis 18:1–15; 
21:1–8 At long last 

11/2  Family Service 

18/2 Genesis 25:19–34; 
27:1–45 Jacob and 
Esau 

 Genesis 25:19–34; 
27:1–45 Isaac’s 
children 

Genesis 25:19–
34; 27:1–45 
Family Rivalries 

25/2 Genesis 28:10–22 
God speaks to 
Jacob 

 Genesis 28:10–22 
God’s promises to 
Jacob 

Genesis 28:10-22 
Jacob’s ladder.  
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ABRAHAM AND FAMILY WORD SEARCH 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
By Leadership/Central News Team 

 
To help us keep our birthday / anniversary list up to date and celebrate 
with you – please let us know if you are not mentioned below or would 
like to be included in the month of your Birthday, or Wedding 
Anniversary.  Please inform Algi  or send an email to 
cbcnews@live.com.  Thank you. 
 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Date   Date  
2nd Cynthia Reynolds  12th Daniel Roach-Williams 

2nd Luke Horrabin-Newman  13th Ron Jacobs 

2nd Eugene Paul-Emeralds  15th Marjorie Aber-Obitta 

2nd Mandy Murray  16th Algi Dyer 

5th Cynthia Pritchard  20th Troy Andrews 

6th VelluppillaiSachithanantham  21st Isaac Roach-Williams 

11th Diler Singh  23rd Zainab IssahakuSofo-Wuni 

11th Victory Paul-Emeralds  23rd Dawine McKenzie 

12th LilliethAdebiyi  27th Marianne Jaward 

 
FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

Date   

14th Bamidele & Taiwo Olagunju 20 

21st Lillieth & Mark Adebiyi 31 

2nd Augusta & Johnson Ehigie (25th) 33 

28th Mavis & Stanley Nziramasanga 34 

 
EARLY MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

Date   Date  
2nd Estina Grant  4th Richard Oguntona 

EARLY MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 
NO EARLY MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

 

BEST WISHES TO YOU ALL FROM ALL OF US AT  

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH 

mailto:cbcnews@live.com
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Ministry of Flowers 
By Suzanne Gudgeon 

 
This month the flowers are being provided by the following friends: 
 

Date Provided by 

4th Central Baptist Church 

11th Ron Jacobs 

18th Date Free 

25th Central Baptist Church 

 
This ministry is a wonderful way to remember a special day whether it is 
a birthday, anniversary or another special occasion or in memory of 
someone, when you can provide flowers in the church. Once you have 
selected your date, please put your contribution in an envelope with 
your name and the date you are providing flowers, and place it in the 
collection at least two weeks before the date you have selected.. 
 
A list for 2018 is now available at the back of the church.  Please check 
and see what dates are available to use for your special occasion.  If 
you would like to use one please let me know. Thank you again for all 
who support this wonderful ministry. Every blessing. 
 

OTHER EVENTS 

 
OUTREACH 
By Nab Mills-Robertson  

 
Food Bank – Please continue to support this work by bringing your 
non-perishable items and leaving them in CBC kitchen in the container 
labelled Food Bank.  Thank you to all who are already doing this. 
 

Teen Challenge – Stratford Drop-In: The ministry has been fruitful 
in the past few weeks and we look forward to fulfilling God’s will in 
2018. God Bless you. 
 

Bus Outreach every Saturday: 8.30pm – 11.30pm. 
‘Drop In’ at CBC every Monday: 3.00pm – 5.00pm. 
Anyone interested in helping should speak to Nab.  
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NEWS FROM CORNWALL 
By Ron Meloy (1stJanuary2018) 

 
Yesterday morning we were introduced to a new hymn in which every 
verse ended with the words ‘God surprises earth with Heaven coming 
here on Christmas Day’.  When did you last read Matthew 1 vs 1-17?  I 
am sure you are more familiar with verses 18-24.  Many will enter into a 
new year with a sense of fear.  I have found that the word ‘afraid’ is 
found 57 times in the gospels. However, many times it comes after the 
words ‘do not’. St. Paul was convinced of many things. (Romans 8: 
38/39) Can we say that? 
 
Last month once again Father Christmas and his reindeer were seen in 
the village.  Our youngest grandson knew he was not the real one 
because he had seen him in Lapland. Carols were sung in the Square 
accompanied by the Silver Band.  The Christmas Mistletoe Market held 
in the Church Hall raised £600.  On Christmas Eve morning we did not 
have a service but instead two separate Christingle Services in the 
afternoon.  Each of these were attended by over a hundred adults and 
children.  All the children received a Christingle which is an orange 
representing the world, around which is tied a red ribbon, indicating 
God’s love for the world and the blood Christ shed on the cross, some 
raisins and sweets, symbols of God’s creations and most importantly a 
candle which symbolises Jesus, the Light of the World. After the 
minister had spoken to the children a Christingle was handed to each 
child and the candles lit. The lights in the church were turned off and the 
Carol Away in a Manger was sung by candlelight.  The lights were then 
turned on and the candles carefully extinguished as the children went 
home.  
 
This year the church will be supporting the charity Send a Cow. Many 
years ago Devon farmers did send a cow. Now only money is sent to 
purchase local cattle, goats, rabbits and chickens and to train local 
people and farmers in water conservation and land management. Over 
the Christmas period I heard someone say ‘’I am fed up and will be glad 
when Christmas is over’’. How sad. Only those who have eaten too 
much can truly say that they are ‘fed up’. 
 
A PRAYER - Lord help me to understand that you are not going to let 
anything come my way in 2018 that you and I together cannot handle. 

 


